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During the first few years of Sharing Faith, we received feedback that there are a few questions 
either not addressed in the moderator or coordinator training documents or needing further 
clarification. Here are those questions with some answers/suggestions for each. 

 
 
ASSIGNING AND CREATING GROUPS FOR Sharing Faith (FOR COORDINATORS AND MODERATORS) 

 
What are some suggestions for creating groups? 
Several approaches can work: 
• Put groups together by geography: One benefit to this approach is the creation of 

intergenerational groups of people who live near one another. In addition, participants may 
develop new relationships with neighbors as a result of hearing one another’s stories. 

• Groups that are already constituted: This approach can help deepen the relationships of 
people who share a common interest at your congregation. They may also have a set 
meeting time. It could create greater commitment to participate if they can take advantage of 
such a time. 

• Generational groups: There can be an advantage to thinking about creating groups by 
generation. Talk with your clergy about this possibility; they will know whether this is the best 
approach for your congregation. Think carefully about intergenerational groups, too. 

• Mix newcomers with established members of your church community: This approach can 
help incorporate new people and give them insight to the community as well as increase their 
sense of belonging. 

 
 
Who can participate? 
This activity of sharing our faith is appropriate for all adults and mature teens, approximately 15 
years of age and older. Use your discretion when including teens in groups with adults. 

 
Another possibility is for youth groups to follow this process. The questions have been vetted 
and are completely appropriate for this type of gathering. 

 
This process is not conducive for a much younger group. If people who are participating have 
younger children, consider offering child care. 

 
 
Should we invite our clergy to participate? 
By all means! We all have faith stories to tell and in this, we are all equal. We encourage you to 
invite your clergy to be part of this effort. 

 
 
What about locations? Are there other suggested places beside homes? 
Indeed. Feel free to have groups meet at your church, or a meeting room at a convenient 
business (e.g., at a Starbuck’s or local restaurant). 

 
There is one important consideration: If you are meeting at your church, be sure to separate 
groups from one another so there are no distractions between groups. If you are meeting at a 
public place, find one that has an enclosed meeting room that can be reserved. Above all, it is 
essential that each group feel safe to share their stories without someone outside the group 
overhearing them. 
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FURTHER EXPLANATION OF THE GUIDELINES FOR Sharing Faith 

 
Why is there an emphasis on silence? 
First, sharing faith is an opportunity to tell our stories of God in our lives; it is not a conversation 
or a prepared speech. 

 
In order to create a safe space for storytelling, we need silence. It is truly a gift to one another to 
let a story be the story without comment or interruption. Silence gives the time and space for the 
storyteller to think and offers a sense that our story is not only listened to, but really heard. 

 
 
Why is silence so important? 
Sharing Faith is a storytelling experience. We each have our own stories to tell of how God is 
active and present in our lives. Thus, listening is as much a part of this experience as speaking. 
As Bishop Anne wrote recently, “the even bigger blessing will be hearing someone else’s story. 
You never know; the story you share may be the story someone else most needs to hear!” 
Silence before, during and after a story is told ensures that it is heard and savored. 

 
 
As moderators, what are some things we can say to help the group “hold the silence”? 
There are a few things you can do: 
• Set the expectation up front that silence is essential. Give the reasons why. 
• Remind people that in our ordinary interactions we do not have much silence and thus, we 

tend to feel uncomfortable with it. 
• Tell people that by experiencing the gift silence can be, many people will develop a comfort 

level with it and be able to use it in other situations. 
 
 
What are some things we might do to facilitate holding the silence? 
• While there are few rules in this experience of sharing faith, holding the silence before, during 

and after a story is told is the primary one. 
• One way to facilitate the silence is to ask the person telling his story to, in effect, control it. 

Once the card is in his hands and until after he tells his story, he determines the amount of 
silence that feels right to him. When he decides he has held it sufficiently, he can say 
something like, “Who would like to tell their story now?” 

• One caution: Try not to be too quick to ask the next person to select a card. You might give a 
guideline: for example, “take three deep breaths before handing the cards to the next 
person,” or, “say a silent prayer in gratitude for the story you have just told/heard.” 
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WHAT IF SOMETHING OUT OF THE ORDINARY HAPPENS?  HOW DO I HANDLE IT? 

 
What if someone wants to tell a story that goes on more than 5 minutes? 
At the beginning, set the expectation that you will give each person a sign when he or she has 
one minute left to tell his or her story. Remind everyone that by doing this, you are respecting 
each person’s story equally. As moderator, you are the only one who will give this signal. 

 
 
What if someone does not want to participate? 
First, every person will select her own card. This ensures each person decides what story to 
share.  No one else can tell another’s story. 

 
If a person decides she cannot tell a story at that moment, she can pass until later in the round. 
Once she hears others’ stories, it is likely she will feel more comfortable and willing to tell one of 
her own.  If this is still not the case and she continues to be reluctant, let it go. 

 
 
What if someone tells a story and there is a need for pastoral follow up? 
Do not interrupt or comment on the story when the person is finished. Let the story be told like 
all others. After the group has finished and if there is some fellowship time, approach the person 
privately and encourage him to talk with a clergy person or trusted advisor. 

 
Do not try to respond to the situation yourself. Similar to holding the silence, the person gives 
voice to his own story, and it is his responsibility to decide how to proceed to address the 
situation. If the story includes any kind of misconduct within the church, please contact 
your local Diocese. 

 
 
What if a teenager under 18 years of age tells a story that includes an incident of physical 
or mental abuse? 
We are required by law to report any occasions of physical or mental abuse of a minor child. 
You must make it clear in a group that includes teenagers that you are required to report any 
story of this nature. 
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Opening Words and Prayer for Sharing Faith Dinners 
 
As the group gathers at the beginning of the evening, a moderator reads the following 
words.  
 
Tonight we gather as God’s holy people to share our faith stories, and to listen to the faith 
stories of others. We gather to lose ourselves in awe and wonder at how God has been at 
work in all of our lives. Our stories are different, but the God that infuses each story and life 
is the same. We have stories of triumph and defeat, success and failure, joy and 
uncertainty. Tonight we gather to share these stories because we believe that God’s Holy 
Spirit is the common thread that weaves them all together.  
 
We do not gather as isolated individuals, but as part of a larger Anglican and Episcopal 
Body committed to sharing our faith story with the world. Archbishop of Canterbury Justin 
Welby recently called for a great wave of prayer so that the Church of England might be 
emboldened to share their faith stories with one another. Similarly, the Diocese of Wales 
has an initiative called “The Gospel according to everyone,” to encourage church members 
to share the story of how God has been at work in their lives. 
 
Tonight, our table is sacred ground as we join others across the country and the world in 
holy listening.  Tonight we gather as a small group, but we are not alone. We are joined by 
people in New Mexico, Maryland, Rhode Island, North Carolina, West Texas, Ft. Worth, 
Toronto, and Kansas, in England and Wales.  
 
It is therefore fitting to begin tonight’s Sharing Faith dinner with a prayer: for the larger body 
of Christ seeking to share their faith story with the world, for courage as we seek to share 
our own story of faith, and for humility as we listen to the faith stories of other people.  
 
Let us pray: 
 
We give thanks to you, O Lord our God, for all your servants and witnesses seeking to 
share their faith story with the world so that all might come to know that your saving 
embrace includes us all. Inspire in each one of us courage to bear witness to God’s 
presence in our lives, as well as humility and openness as we listen to how your hand has 
been at work in the lives of others. We pray not just for ourselves, but for all those gathering 
at a Sharing Faith dinner throughout the diocese and the wider church. We acknowledge 
that we are part of a larger Body, and that our well-being is tied to the well-being of others. 
We ask your blessing upon tonight’s gathering. Give us ears to hear how you have been at 
work in the stories of others, and open our mouth to bear witness to our own sacred story. 
All this we ask in the name of Jesus our Lord. AMEN.  
 
 


